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The first meeting of the 
Solanaceae Working Group 
(WG) was held in Menemen, 
Turkey, on 15-17 February 
2012, preceded by an ad hoc 
meeting of five Solanaceae 
database managers and the 
Vice-Chair, on 14 February.

The meeting, organized 
with the assistance of the 
Aegean Agricultural Research 
Institute (AARI), was held at 
the International Agricultural 
Research and Training Center 
(IARTC). Fourteen Working 
Group members and two 
database managers attended 
the meeting, together with six 
international or local observers 
and the ECPGR Coordinator.  

Although this was the first 
‘official’ meeting of the WG, 
previous meetings were held 
as ad hoc meetings, in the 
framework of joint initiatives. 
The WG had actually passed 
its 10th anniversary since its 
first gathering in September 
2001.

During the ad hoc meeting, 
the database managers 
realized that efforts made 

to improve the quality of 
the Central Crop Databases 
(CCDBs) were often not 
reflected in EURISCO. On 
the other hand, EURISCO 
was not hosting sufficiently 
detailed crop-specific 
data to be used for the 
analysis of the collections 
(for gaps, duplicates, 
etc.).  Consequently, a  
recommendation was made 
that EURISCO should become 
the primary database for 
crop data analysis, aiming to 
eliminate the duplication of 
efforts currently dedicated 
to the CCDBs. Expansion 
of EURISCO was therefore 
recommended in order to host 
all the crop-specific data that 
are necessary to analyse the 
existing European collections, 
including standardized 
minimum characterization data. 
In this way, EURISCO could 
be directly used to identify 
AEGIS candidate accessions. 
This recommendation 
will be channelled to the 
ECPGR Documentation and 
Information Network for 
discussion. The managers of 
the Solanaceae Databases 
(Tomato, Eggplant, Pepper, 
Pepino, Physalis and 
Cyphomandra) agreed they 
want to take responsibility for 
monitoring their crop-specific 
part of the data in EURISCO 
for quality, consistency and 
gaps, instead of the CCDBs. 
They will also see that 
appropriate adjustments are 
made by the data providers 
in the original data and 
consequently in the National 
Inventories and in EURISCO.  

During the plenary session, 
the group agreed on a road 
map with selection criteria to 
be used for selecting European 
Accessions. With the aim 
of immediately identifying a 
number of suitable accessions 
that could be designated 
as European Accessions, 
the Group split into sub-
groups and actually analyzed 
the existing databases as 
far as possible, given the 
data incompleteness. After 

searching for unique samples 
held in various AEGIS member 
countries, the sub-groups 
were able to identify about 
200 candidate Solanaceae 
accessions to be included in 
the European Collection. The 
respective holding countries 
will be approached, in order 
to seek the formal inclusion 
of these accessions into 
AEGIS. Representatives 
from Germany, Hungary, 
the Netherlands, Poland 
and Slovakia expressed 
their willingness to include 
additional accessions in the 
European Collection and it is 
expected that the process of 
selection and designation of 
Solanaceae accessions will be 
concluded with a first batch 
of designated accessions 
by September 2012. 
Representatives from other 
countries were also invited to 
participate in this process.  

An advanced draft of the 
FAO Genebank Standards for 
the conservation of orthodox 
seeds was discussed by 
the Group and eventually 
adopted in principle, with an 
agreement that the genebanks 
should strive to follow these 
standards. It was felt that 
there was no need to develop 
more stringent crop-specific 
standards.

Safety-duplication of 
Solanaceae accessions was 
an important point on the 
agenda, since the group is 
aiming to promote the security 
of the collections. A small part 
of the WG budget was made 
available to help countries 
that would need support to 
complete safety-duplication. 
Bulgaria and France expressed 
the intention to make use of 
this opportunity.

Willem van Dooijeweert, 
The Netherlands, and Marie-
Christine Daunay, France, 
were reconfirmed as Chair 
and Vice-Chair of the Group. 
Further details on the meeting 
are available from  
http://www.ecpgr.cgiar.
org/networks/vegetables/
solanaceae2012.html.
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