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EURISCO NFPs get together to collaborate and share knowledge

A training workshop was held 
in Prague, Czech Republic 
on 29-30 June as an activity 
of the Documentation & 
Information Network (activity 
5-01 of the EPGRIS3 self-
funded project on “National 
Inventories on ex situ plant 
genetic resources”). Financial 
support was provided by 
the European Cooperative 
Programme for Plant Genetic 
Rresources (ECPGR) and 
the South East European 
Development Network on 
Plant Genetic Resources 
(SEEDNet); allowing for the 
participation of 30 National 
Focal Points (NFPs) and 
documentation experts.

The focus of the training 
was on updating EURISCO 
NFPs; to further improve 
the quality and quantity of 
data in National Inventories 
(NIs); to facilitate fulfilling the 
reporting obligations under 
the Multilateral System (MLS) 
of the International Treaty 
on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 
(ITPGRFA); to promote and 
improve the frequency of 
NIs upload to EURISCO 
and to further develop and 
disseminate the NIs FAQ-
Manual or leaflets.

The first day of the 
workshop was based on 
presentations covering 
the NIs developments and 
status; overview of the 
PGR landscape for Europe; 
overview of EURISCO as 
the information hub for 
Europe and its website; the 
descriptors and NordGen 
example; the outcomes of 
the last ITPGRFA Governing 
Body (GB) and the decisions 
on the MLS and Standard 
Material Transfer Agreement 
(SMTA). On the second day, 
the NFPs were engaged in 
practical exercises on the 
upload mechanism and data 
quality checks and feedback 
reporting. A paper on the 
addition of characterization 
and evaluation data to 
EURISCO was presented and 
positively received. General 
information on GRIN-Global 
was also provided. Regarding 
the FAQs, it was decided 
that the matter will be further 
developed with feedback and 
inputs from the network of 
NFPs to further increase its 
visibility and usability to all. 

Overall, this training 
workshop was an opportunity 
for NFPs to share experiences, 
learn tips for managing 

their NIs and upload it into 
EURISCO, as well as to be 
updated on documentation and 
other PGR issues happening at 
the international level. 

Further information on 
this training workshop, as 
well as the agenda, can be 

found at http://eurisco.ecpgr.
org/contact_menu/training.
php and will also be available 
in the next EURISCO E-Bulletin 
in 2009. If you would like to 
receive the E-Bulletin, please 
register at http://eurisco.ecpgr.
org/releases/e_bulletin.php.

EURISCO NFPs during the training workshop, Prague, Czech Republic.
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(continued from page 6) The original proposal clearly had the “minimal” 
structure being as simple as possible, with as few fields as possible; the 
discussion tried to reach a balance between “simplicity” for the uploader 
and “functionality” for the searcher and user, resulting in a small number of 
additional fields such as the longitude and latitude of the experimental site.

Agreement was reached on the next steps to take: the preparation 
of the report and amended proposal (Th. van Hintum), the distribution 
within appropriate parts of the ECPGR network (Frank Begemann), the 
check for compliance of the new proposal with ICIS and GRIN-Global 
(Michael Mackay), the presentation of this initiative in the Global Information 
on Germplasm Accession (GIGA) process (F. Begemann) and the final 
amendment of the proposal, taking into consideration all feedback (Th. van 
Hintum, F. Begemann and Lorenzo Maggioni). From there on the proposal 
could be widely distributed and discussed within the ECPGR and EURISCO 
community, and the next technical steps can be made, including preparation 
of the documents and software. NordGen, CGN, the Netherlands, IPK 
Gatersleben and Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE) confirmed 
their willingness to supply the first datasets as soon as the uploading 
software on the EURISCO site is available.

Finally, in view of the considerable workload expected and the need for 
dedicated coordination of the activities, it was agreed that specific funding of 
the activities should be sought, moving away from the EPGRIS3 model of solely input-in-kind collaboration. Given the relevance of this activity 
to the GIGA project, the possibility for inclusion in the second phase of GIGA should be explored, as should other options. 

As of July 2009, the proposal to include C&E data into EURISCO had been approved by the ECPGR Documentation and Information Network.
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View of Königswinter from Bonn/Bad Godesberg where the 
meeting was held.
Photo: H. Knüpffer, IPK Gatersleben, Germany


